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PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 

From  commercial  statistics  received  and  compiled  by  the  Bureau 
of  Insular  Affairs  of  the  War  Department  at  Washington,  it  appears 
that  the  slight  depression  in  the  Philippine  import  trade  following 
the  opening  of  the  war  continued  during  the  calendar  year  1915. 
Imports  amounted  to  $49,312,184,  being  slightly  larger  than  in  1914, 
but  this  was  due  to  a  shortage  in  the  local  rice  crop,  necessitating 
foreign  purchases.  The  general  import  trade  of  1915  exclusive  of 
rice  fell  nearly  $3,000,000  below  that  of  the  previous  year.  Analj^sis 
of  the  figures,  however,  shows  a  growing  readjustment  to  Avar  condi- 
tions and  recovery  in  general  imports  from  the  drop  experienced 
during  the  latter  part  of  1914. 

The  condition  of  the  export  trade  as  a  whole  was  satisfactoiy. 
The  total  of  $53,813,004  exceeded  that  of  1914  by  $5,000,000  and 
closely  approximated  the  high  record  established  in  1912.  While 
war  prices  for  sugar  entered  to  some  extent  into  the  improved  situa- 
tion, the  recovery  of  the  coconut  and  hemp  plantations  from  the  dis- 
astrous typhoon  of  1912  and  the  resumption  of  more  normal  produc- 
tion of  copra  and  hemp  was  the  ruling  factor  in  the  favorable  returns 
for  the  year. 

Imports  of  Rice.  Flour,  and  Meat. 

The  local  rice  shortage,  while  not  so  serious  as  that  of  1912,  resulted 
in  the  heaviest  imports  in  the  past  decade  with  that  exception.  The 
average  import  price  was  the  low^est  since  1911,  but  in  spite  of  this 
the  foreign  rice  bill  for  the  year  reached  $6,724,276,  or  more  than 
double  that  of  1914.  Reports  of  a  bumper  crop  harvested  throughout 
the  islands  toward  the  end  of  the  year  point  to  exceptionally  favor- 
able conditions  in  1916.  Prices  were  unfavorable  to  increased  im- 
ports of  wheat  flour  to  supplement  the  rice  situation  as  in  1912,  and 
a  reduced  flour  trade  at  war  prices  was  at  a  considerably  increased 
value  over  the  larger  quantity  imported  in  the  previous  year.  In 
consequence  of  the  Australian  drought^\.ustralian  flour  gave  place 
to  American  and  practically  disappearea  fi'om  the  market. 

Fresh  beef  was  imported  in  reduced  quantities  and  at  advanced 
prices,  and  toward  the  end  of  the  year  the  Australian  product  found 
some  competition  in  a  new  trade  from  the  China  coast.  The  situation 
was  offset  by  much  larger  imports  of  beef  cattlie,  the  Australian 
supply  as  in  the  case  of  beef  being  smaller  and  giving  place  to  a  large 
trade  in  French  Indo-China  cattle,  in  consequence  of  government 
provisions  to  meet  the  Australian  shortage  and  advancing  prices. 
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Record  Imports  of  Cotton  Goods — Iron  and  Steel  and  Cement. 

Imj)oits  of  cotton  textiles  reached  the  largest  proportions  in  the 
history  of  the  islands  and  became  more  exclusively  American  than 
ever  before,  imports  from  the  United  States  constituting  over  85  per 
cent  of  the  total  of  $8,()4:1,130.  The  larger  quantities  of  American 
cloths  not  only  met  the  larger  demand,  but  to  a  considerable  extent 
supi)lanted  r>ritish  and  Japanese  trade  which  further  materially  de- 
clined in  1915.  The  textile  increase  was  in  some  measure  offset  by 
reduced  purchases  of  cotton  yarns  for  local  manufacture,  in  the 
supply  of  which  the  United  States  has  thus  far  taken  no  part,  and 
which  from  year  to  year  have  become  more  conspicuously  of  Japa- 
nese origin. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  cotton  cloth  ex- 
ported from  the  United  States  to  the  Philippine  Islands  for  the 
calendar  year  1915,  as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  was  $6,908,409,  about  five  times  the  amount  sent  to 
China  in  the  same  period  and  materially  greater  than  that  sent  to 
any  other  country,  being  approximately  1(>  per  cent  of  the  entire 
amount  of  cloth  exported  from  the  United  States. 

If  the  metal  trade  may  be  taken  as  a  sign  of  industrial  activity  and 
development,  the  extent  to  which  this  has  been  interrupted  by  the 
war  is  shown  by  the  smallest  imports  of  iron  and  .steel  since  1909. 
The  total  amounted  to  but  $1,430,072,  and  fell  $2,500,000  below  that 
of  1914,  but  in  the  reduced  trade  the  American  proportion  was  in- 
creased and  constituted  about  85  per  cent  of  the  whole.  Imports  of 
steel  rails  declined  heavily  and  the  same  was  true  of  structural  mate- 
rials generally,  such  as  structural  iron  and  steel  and  corrugated 
roofing,  as  well  as  lumber.  Imports  of  cement  were  also  less,  a  fact 
that  is  interesting  in  connection  with  the  completion  during  the  year 
of  the  first  cement  factory  in  the  islands,  which  is  destined  to  have  an 
important  bearing  on  future  imports. 

Principal  Countries  Supplying  the  Imports. 

.  In  the  iuiport  trade  for  1915  the  country  distribution  was  subject 
to  considerable  change.  Imports  from  the  United  States,  amounting 
to  $2(),381.0n9,  increased  over  $-2,000,000,  and  comprised  53  per  cent 
of  the  total,  against  49  per  cent  in  1914.  American  gains  were  chiefly 
in  the  flour  and  cotton  goods  trade.  Imports  from  European  coun- 
tries generally  declined.  The  important  German  trade  of  other  years 
became  negligible.  British  figures  were  smaller  by  more  than 
$1,000,000,  chiefly  in  cotton  goods  and  iron  and  steel,  while  the  French 
and  Spanish  were  also  materially  lower.  A  million-dollar  reduction 
in  im])orts  froui  Australia  in  a  general  way  reflected  the  disastrous 
drought  that  country  has  j^assed  through,  and  Avas  made  up  of  flour, 
cattle,  butter,  fodder,  etc.  ^he  largest  gain  of  the  year  was  that  of 
the  French  East  Indies,  due  to  the  imusual  deniancl  for  rice  and  to 
shipments  of  cattle  to  supplement  the  Australian  beef  and  cattle 
shortage. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  principal  im- 
ports into  tlie  islands  for  1914  and  1915  and  the  principal  countries 
of  origin: 
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Articles  and  countries  of  origin. 


Automobiles No. . 

Ignited  States do 

Other  countries do 

Cement bbls. . 

United  States do 

Germany do 

Hongkong do 

Other  coimtries do 

Coal long  tons . . 

United  States do 

AiLstralasia do 

Japan do 

Other  countries do 

Cotton,  and  manufactures: 

Cloths sq.  yds. . 

United  States do 

United  Kingdom do 

Other  countries do 

Thread 

United  States 

Other  countries 

Wearing  apparel 

United  States 

Germany 

Japan 

Spain 

Other  countries 

Yarn lbs . . 

United  States do 

United  Kingdom do 

Japan do 

Other  coimtries do 

Another 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

Iron  and  steel: 

Machinery 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

Corrugated  roofing lbs . . 

United  States do 

Other  countries do 

Another 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

Illuminating  oil galls . . 

United  States do 

Other  coimtries do 

Leather,  and  manufactures: 

Boots  and  shoes pairs.. 

United  States do 

Other  countries do 

All  other 

Unit2d  States 

0th  :r  countries 

Meat  and  dairy  products: 

Beef,  fresh lbs . . 

United  States do 

Australasia do 

Other  countries do 

Condensed  milk do 

United  States do 

Uniti^d  Kingdom do 

Other  countries do 

All  other 

Unitr-d  States 

Australasia 

Other  countries 

Taper,  and  manulactiu-es 

United  States 

France 

Germany 

Other  countries 

Rice long  tons. . 

United  States .do 

French  East  Indies do 

Other  couDtries do — 


Quantity.        Value 


.-,S9 

499 

90 

33t>,863 

•13 

S3,S77 

83, 102 

169,  S II 

587, 09'.) 

41, -107 

83,865 

305, 29.) 

157, 128 

76,773,383 

58,348,880 

11.480,422 

0,944,081 


4,036,852 
181 

987, 304 
2,293,324 

756,043 


23,192,906 

20.212,762 

2,980,144 


12,817,063 
10,607,013 
2,210,050 

675,331 
500,303 
175,028 


12,675,246 
'i2,"675,'246' 


9,803,043 
1,456,376 
6,148,925 
2^^742 


95,390 


87,  .507 
7,883 


$703,866 
519,829 
184,037 
554,882 
119 
157,451 
126, 739 
270,573 

1, 749, 745 
120, 255 
208,36.5 

1,040,117 
381,008 


6, 302, 

4,667, 

1,037, 

597, 

453, 

404, 

49, 

1,422, 

379, 

215, 

565, 

184. 

910i 

259, 
490, 
160. 
866, 
374. 
200, 
291, 


2, 538, 445 

1,655,034 

398, 8.55 

484,556 

770,311 

687,676 

82, 635 

3,674,688 

2, 750,  .586 

307, 005 

617.097 

1,281,020 

1,081,734 

199, 286 

912,770 
878,118 

34,652 
615,054 
55:.  (307 

90,447 

882, 144 


882,144 


724,062 
114,712 
466,652 
142,698 

1,378,  .341 
595,922 
304,071 
568,348 
757, 190 
47,3,405 
67, 975 
39,73-1 
176,070 

3,276,148 


1915 


Quantity. 


2,949,411 
326. 734 


620 
COS 

12 
299,859 

24 


81,970 
217,865 
470,087 

21,021 

.■36,217 
297, 790 

95,059 

116,613,514 

102,  .349, 263 

8,074,418 

6,189,833 


3,032,676 
1,457 

6.59,771 
1,839.020 

532, 428 


12,563,854 

11,961,877 

601,977 


13,072,882 
10,667,639 
2,405,243 

681,182 
542,644 
138,538 


9,921,189 

3, 133 

9,378,209 

539,847 

10,550,973 

3,090,814 

5,951,743 

1,505,416 


214,990 


201,  .559 
10,431 


Value. 


$582,255 

560,^6 

21,403 

408,530 

77 


109, 227 
299,220 
1,370,395 
63, 575 
141,617 
945,031 
220, 103 

8,641,130 
7,448,170 
691,903 
501,051 
403,976 
349,855 

M,121 

1,293,218 

401,863 

23,072 
761,778 

33, 150 

73,a55 
581,195 
1,905 
155, 832 
337, 154 

86, 304 
871.896 
410, 049 
158,224 
303,623 

1,390,566 

1,056,584 

232, 818 

101,164 

439.604 

419, 238 

20. 366 

2,599,902 

2,234.140 

171,383 

194,379 

1,129,015 

905,970 

2-23,045 

934,949 
905, 720 

29,229 
339,851 
281,962 

57, 892 

920,730 

329 

890,678 

29,723 

730,471 

176,275 

462,597 

91,599 

1,169,877 

391,745 

178,479 

599,653 

761,211 

493, 743 

92,328 

6,056 

169, 0S4 

6,724,276 


6,337,431 
.380,845 
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Articles  and  countries  of  origin. 


Wheat  flour bbls . 

United  States do. . . 

Australasia do  — 

Other  countries do. . . 

Wood,  and  manufactures 

United  States 

Other  countries 

All  other  articles 

United  States 

Other  countries 


Total . 


1914 


Quantity. 


399,449 
2(ij,  298 
134, 076 


Value. 


Sl,611, 1.5S 

1,050,273 

560,469 

416 

771, 789 

624,. '82 

147,207 

16,400, 79»i 

7,177,210 

9,223,586 


48, 588, 653 


1915 


Quantity.        Value, 


378,909 

377,975 

816 

118 


$1,946,304 

1,941,141 

4,4-18 

715 

336, 213 

228,311 

107, 902 

15,736,617 

8,109,571 

7,627,046 


49,312,184 


Increased  Exports  of  Copra  and  Hemp. 

In  the  export  trade  the  leading  interest  centers  in  the  recovery  in 
copra  production.  Shipments  increased  from  85,965  long  tons  to 
136,895  tons,  and,  though  the  quantity  fell  slightly  short  of  the  maxi- 
mum reached  prior  to  the  check  in  production  following  the  typhoon 
of  1912,  last  year  easil}^  becomes  the  banner  one  for  copra,  if  allow- 
ance is  made  for  the  recently  inaugurated  manufacture  of  coconut 
oil  for  export  in  Avhich  considerable  quantities  of  copra  are  locally 
consumed.  Prices  continued  about  the  low  level  set  by  the  war,  but 
the  larger  quantit}^  resulted  in  an  increase  of  over  $3,000,000,  the 
total  for  the  year  being  $11,111,555.  France  continued  to  take  the 
bulk  of  the  increased  production,  American  purchases  showed  slight 
gains,  Spanish  trade  doubled,  while  irregular  purchases  to  an  un- 
usual amount  were  credited  to  Italy  and  the  United  Kmgdom  during 
the  3'ear.  Exports  of  coconut  oil  were  valued  at  $2,820,502  and  only 
slightly  exceeded  those  of  1914,  but  considerable  purchases  of  oil- 
extracting  machinery  were  a  feature  of  the  import  trade,  and  wdth 
additional  capacity,  still  further  increase  in  this  already  important 
local  manufacture  of  copra  into  coconut  oil  for  export  is  to  be 
expected. 

Though  exports  of  hemp  increased  from  114,548  long  tons  to  139,- 
767  tons,  there  was  not  the  complete  recovery  in  production  noted 
in  copra,  exports  having  considerably  exceeded  this  figure  prior  to 
the  effects  of  the  storm.  Prices  ranged  lower  with  the  increasing- 
supply,  but  moved  upward  toward  the  end  of  the  year,  with  reports 
of  heavy  storms  in  the  hemp  districts  and  estimates  of  coming 
shrinkage  in  production.  The  value  of  $21,339,100  for  the  year  was 
not  far  short  of  the  maximum  in  the  history  of  the  trade  and  ex- 
ceeded that  of  1914  by  over  $2,000,000.  Provisions  for  government 
grading  and  the  establishment  of  standard  grades  Avere  inaugurated 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and,  with  a  six  months'  exemption  from 
the  export  of  hemp  previou'^y  baled,  became  fully  effective  in  July, 
from  M'hich  date  new"  and  rnme  detailed  information  concerning  this 
most  important  export  of  the  islands  is  made  available. 
The  Sugar  Trade — Decreased  Exports  of  Cigars. 

Conditions  in  the  sugar  industry  continued  satisfactory  both  as 
to  prices  and  production.  The  quantity  exported,  amounting  to 
207,679  long  tons,  fell  25,082  tons  below  that  of  1914,  but  was  valued 
at  $11,310,215,  or  somewhat  more  than  for  the  larger  quantity  of 
1914,  while  production  estimates  on   the  crop   indicate   that  some 
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20,000  or  30,000  tons  were  still  unmarketed  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
Exports  to  the  United  States  were  only  81,53-}  tons,  or  less  than 
half  those  of  the  previous  year.  Hiirh  freight  rates  were  to  the  ad- 
Aantage  of  near-by  marketing,  and  Hongkong,  China,  and  Japan  took 
the  bulk  of  exports.  In  fact,  in  the  last  months  of  the  year,  coincident 
with  the  closing  of  the  Panama  Canal  and  the  higher  freights,  ship- 
ments to  the  United  States  entirely  ceased.  British  purchases  became 
important  with  the  opening  of  the  war  and  amounted  to  19,902  tons 
in  1915,  constituting  practicall}^  all  the  residue  not  finding  an  Ameri- 
can or  Oriental  market.  Imports  of  refined  sugar  continued  to  de- 
cline with  increasing  production  of  higher  grade  sugar  by  the  recently 
installed  modern  mills. 

Exports  of  cigars  continued  to  decline  and  the  quantity,  134,618,000, 
was  the  smallest  since  the  inauguration  of  free  trade  with  the  United 
States.  iVnalysis  of  the  figures  shows  that  a  decline  in  foreign  pur- 
chases began  in  the  latter  half  of  1914  coincident  with  the  war,  and, 
although  there  has  been  no  reduction  in  the  large  near-by  Oriental 
trade,  the  Australian,  British,  French,  and  Spanish  demand  was 
much  reduced.  The  larger  American  purchases  of  1915  yielded  a 
smaller  value  than  those  of  1914,  and  the  average  price  of  American 
shipments  was  the  lowest  since  the  inauguration  of  this  trade  in  1909. 
The  elimination  of  Belgium,  German}^  and  Austria -Hungary  ac- 
counts in  a  large  measure  for  a  reduced  leaf-tobacco  trade,  much 
reduced  shipments  to  Spain  being  about  offset  by  unusually  large 
French  purchases. 

Countries  of  Destination  of  Exports. 

In  the  increased  export  trade  the  distribution  by  countries  was 
somewhat  modified  by  readjustments  growing  out  of  war  conditions. 
The  American  total  of  $23,653,211  fell  $774,499  below  that  of  1914, 
and  declined  from  50  per  cent  to  44  per  cent  of  the  total,  larger  values 
for  hemp  failing  to  oft'set  the  heavy  reduction  in  the  purchase  of 
sugar.  Important  increases  credited  to  Hongkong,  Japan,  and  China 
were  due  to  taking  over  the  American  sugar  trade  of  the  prsvious 
year.  Hemp,  sugar,  and  copra  entered  into  the  $2,000,000  increase 
in  British  purchases,  copra  and  leaf  tobacco  contributed  to  the  larger 
French  total,  while  the  $1,000,000  trade  of  Germany,  largely  made 
up  of  copra,  disappeared  from  the  figures  of  1915,  as  also  did  the 
smaller  totals  of  Belgium  and  Austria-Hungary. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
exports  during  the  past  two  years  and  the  countries  of  destination: 


Articles  and  countries  of  destination. 


Copra Ions  tons . . 

United  States do 

France .do 

Spain do 

other  countries do 

Coconut  oil Ihs.. 

United  States do 

other  countries do 

Hemp  (Manila) long  tons. . 

United  States .do 

United  Kingdom do 

Japan do 

O  tner  countries do 


1914 


Quantity. 


^0,965 

17, 894 

38, 755 

9,627 

19,689 

26,  .330, 263 

26,228,071 

102, 192 

114,  MS 

49,34S 

48, 232 

5,859 

11, 109 


Value. 


$7,980,270 
1,606,1.33 
3, 485, 748 
978, 843 
1,909.546 
2,619,183 
2,607,163 
12,020 

19, 194,«15 
9,619,376 
6,040,714 
2,075,512 
1,459,213 


1915 


Quantity. 


136,895 

20, 882 

62,074 

20,041 

33,  S9S 

29, 683, 107 

29,470,043 

212, 164 

139, 767 

68, 157 

£5, 719 

6, 599 

9,292 


Value. 


$11,111,555 

1,760,046 
4,901,803 
1,653,904 
2, 795, 797 
2,820,502 
2,804,632 
15,870 
21,339,100 
11,351,283 
6, 736, 616 
2,028,995 
1,222,206 
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Articles  and  countries  of  deitiiiation. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Hemp,  knotted lbs. 

United  States do . . . 

France do. . . 

Italy do... 

Switzerland do... 

Other  countries do. . . 

Maguey long  tons. 

Uriited  States do. . . 

United  Kingdom do. . . 

Other  countries do. . . 

Sugar do . . . 

United  States do. . . 

China do. . . 

nongkong do. . . 

Japan do. . . 

Otncr  countries do. . . 

Cigars thousands . 

United  States do. . . 

Australasia do. . . 

British  East  Indies do. . . 

China do. . . 

Other  countries do. . . 

Ueaf  tobacco pounds . 

United  States do. . . 

Austria-Hungary do. . . 

Spain do. . . 

Other  countries do. . . 

-Ml  otlior  articles 

United  States 

Other  countries 


701,105 

963 

60, 776 

553,351 

10,609 

75, 406 

5,440 

523 

2,923 

1,994 

232,761 

166,  S51 

18,434 

28,510 

13, 604 

5,362 

154, 753 

56, 205 

13, 690 

15,362 

17, 199 

52,297 

28, 848, 165 

45,597 

392, 406 

18,028,004 

10, 382, 158 


8570, 787 

950 

55, 

44 


8, 

co: 

41 
49 
219 
148: 
11,059 

8,241 
805 

1,108 
619 
283 

2,315 

i,2oo: 

201 
181 
174 
557 
1,757 

41 
1,146 
565 
2,774 
1,098 
1,676 


573,112 


2S7, 407 

90, 951 

187,047 

7,707 

6,904 

1,381 

3,687 

1,836 

207,679 

81,. 532 

26,693 

51,017 

28, 509 

19,928 

134,618 

61,170 

5,323 

15, 549 

17,386 

35,220 

24,136,034 

87,384 


12,075,103 
11,973,547 


8305,747 


149, 740 

55, 539 

97,669 

2,799 

535, 204 

117,943 

2S6, 202 

131,059 

11,310,215 

5,141,580 

1,313,070 

2,493,347 

1,450,804 

911,414 

2,057,303 

1,151,222 

79, 554 

182,472 

191,078 

452,977 

1,527,106 

10,096 


781,372 

735,638 

2, 806, 272 

1,316,409 

1,489,863 


Total. 


48,089,634 


53, 813, 004 


Import  and  Export  Trade,  by  Countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  imports  from  and  the  ex- 
ports to  each  countiy  during  1915  compared  with  1914 : 


Countries. 


Imports  from. 


1914 


1915 


Exports  to. 


1914 


United  States 

Hawaii 

United  Kingdom. 

Australasia 

Austria-Hungary . 

Belgium 

China 

East  Indies: 

British , 

French 

Franco 

Germany 

Hongkong 

Italy 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Spain 

Switzerland 

Other  countries.. 


020,395 
242,250 
429, 612 
425,251 
149,045 
215,560 
669, 628 

744,346 
131,240 
098,609 
252,550 
297, 148 
191,678 
633,642 
132,504 
193, 475 
520, 895 
240,825 


§26,381.089 

15S;  046 

3,201,016 

1,409,113 

19, 198 

6,266 

2, 422, 697 

755,992 

6,883,071 

750,832 

226,812 

202, 294 

150, 924 

3,717,268 

147,669 

919, 103 

792,860 

1,107,454 


«24,427,710 

119,415 

7,280,033 

602,650 

82, 829 

253,525 

1, 105, 718 

1,157,095 
8,505 
3,897,283 
1,079,714 
2,025,917 

738,520 
2,993,845 

333, 116 

2,250,337 

11,097 

310,325 


523,653,211 

122  772 

9, 227^ 103 

559, 171 


1,623,284 

1,076,623 

33, 161 

5,553,813 

68 

3,471,409 

1,435,197 

3,780,246 

287, 081 

2,592,118 

97,688 

300,059 


Total 48,588,653     49,312,184 


48,689,634 


53,813,004 


The  Shipping  Problem. 

The  problem  of  freight  rates  and  tonnage  was  as  acute  during 
1915  in  the  Philippines  as  elsewhere  throughout  the  world.  In  the 
earlier  months  there  was  reported  much  congestion  on  the  wharves 
and  in  the  warehouses,  and  a  dearth  of  vessels  to  handle  the  export 
trade,  while  a  bad  condition  was  rendered  worse  in  the  latter  part 
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of  the  year  by  the  Avithdrawal  from  the  Pacific  of  American  liners 
that  had  been  important  factors  in  the  carryin^v  ti-ade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  ishmds.  In  spite  of  these  handicaps  the  year's 
returns  show  a  tonnage  vohnne  of  exports  ch)se  to  the  highest  in  tho 
history  of  the  ishinds.  Some  measure,  hov\ever,  of  the  increasing 
cost  of  this  outward  movement  to  foreign  markets  may  be  gathered 
from  the  fact  that  though  freight  rates  were  aheady  high  at  the  be- 
ginning of  1015,  the}'  had  trebled  on  all  the  great  staples  by  the  closa 
of  the  year. 
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